eLibrary® Elementary
Student Worksheet ELQ Q_QSE

Start here.

ELEMENTARY WORKSHEET

FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF

Welcome to eLibrary® Elementary! If you have never used our service before, this worksheet
will help you learn how to retrieve the best possible results.

Learning how to use eLibrary® Elementary...Sit in front of the computer with this worksheet and
perform the sample searches as outlined below.

Let’s get started...

1. TYPE IN THE QUESTION YOU WANT TO RESEARCH
v elibrary Elementary works best if you use A SIMPLE QUESTION or KEYWORDS
v Example: <What is the sun?> OR < sun, moon, planet>

Example: Let’s try researching Rainforests
1. Type <What is a tropical rainforest?> in the search box
2. Click on the ‘Start Search’ button

elementary sBoreh topics reference desk "

MY LIST BOOKCART HELP
Click on these g for quick help!

Type in a word or question
1 _ > IWhatis atropical rainforest? | 2

‘ * Matural Language B ¢ Boolean Operators B q = /
Select number of results: |50 'I START!

@ Select all sources
 Clear all sources

Newspapers Magazmes BDDkS Maps Pickures  AudiofVideo Transcripts
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O G open Use one or more of these fields to narrow your search,
advanced I
search «
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bigchalk Editor's Choice: results hand-picked by our editors, Click here to get the plugins you ”EEd‘@q'

3. How many results did you receive in the following categories: (enter results below)
Magazines Transcripts Books
Maps Photos Newspapers

4. Open one of the documents that you have retrieved.
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‘SKIP TO THE BEST PART’ BUTTON

v" Once the article is open, click the ‘Skip to the best part button to see whether this article is relevant and contains the

information you need

v" Go to the top or the bottom of the article, click on the ‘Search’ button (to get ready for the next search)

opics reference desk "

MY LIST BOOKCART HELP
Click on these [ for quick help!

RETURN TO SEARCH RESULTS | CUMENT INFO | PRINT | EMAIL | ADD TO MY LIST
TO BUITOM%
g%o Skip to the best part!
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Rainforests--Whose Treasure?;
Earth Explorer 02-01-1995

Rainforests--whose Tropical Treasure?

conservationists decide which areas they shauld try hardest to preserve.

necessary.) Each minute, by some estimates, about 28 hectares (70 acres) of tropical rainforest are destroyed.

prolonged wet or dry seasons and destroy the climate balance in the rainforests.

why Rainforest Destruction Is a Problem
Here are some of the predicted consequences of rainforest destruction:
+ Soil erosion. When trees are remaved, rainforest soils erode easily, This soil then clogs streams, rivers, and coastlines.

Just by listening to different birdcalls, Theodore Parker could identify more than 3,000 species. It's 3 skill that came in handy as Parker and a squad of
expert scientists visited rainforests to identify as many animals and plants as they could, Parker died in a plane crash in 1993, but his colleagues continue
working. Their purpose is to find rainforest "hot spots”--areas that contain large numbers of plant and animal species. This information helps

1t's quick-and-dirty science—-making conservation decisions based only on species counts. (Many conservation decisions are based on mare data—
community structure, soil analyses, predator-prey interaction, etc. But tropical rainforests are being destroyed so quickly that fast action seems

The reasans for destruction differ from region ta region. In South and Central America, much of the land is ceared to establish cattle ranches. In Southeast
Asia, the major cause is commercial logging. Road and dam construction also damage forests in these areas. Africa is a different story. People clear land to
grow crops and gather wood for fuel. Wars, droughts, famines, cattle grazing, and commercial logging endanger the forests as well,

Scientists theorize that global climate change may also threaten rainforests, but so far, no one knows all the implications. In the past, rainforests shrank
and expanded with the natural climatic fluctuations. Today's climate changes, some of which may be caused mostly by human activity, could bring on

3.

Exa

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SOURCE (i.e. Books, Pictures or Newspapers)
v" The first time we did a search we asked eLibrary Elementary to look through all sources. This time we

are going to do the search again concentrating on specific sources

mple:

1. Type <What is a tropical rainforest?> in the search box

2. Click ‘Clear all sources’

3. Click on the small box located underneath the ‘Pictures’icon
4. Click ‘Start Search.’ This type of search allows you to search pictures only providing you with more detailed information

S\

topics ouir

search reference desk

Picture Examples
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MY LIST | BOOKCART = HELP
Click on these B for quick help!

Type in a word or question
|What|s atropical rainforest? |

& Matural Language @ ¢ Boolean Operators @ ﬁ
Select number of results: |50 = START!

A © sSelect all sources
& Clear all sources

Books

r

Ddiofvideo Transcripts
] ]

Mewspapers Magazines
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Qpel‘l Use one or more of these fields to narrow your search.
advanced
search

O
B&  bigchalk Editor's Choice: results hand-picked by our editors, tlick here to get the plugins you

Tropical
Rainforests

Former Tropical Rainforests

5. How many pictures were retrieved?

Version
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4, TOPIC SEARCH IS GREAT FOR PROJECTS!
v" Click on the ‘topics’ tab found at the top of any search screen

Example:

1. Type in the topic that you are interested in and click on ‘Start.” In this example we are looking for the topic

‘Rainforest’

2. You can also browse through the topics by selecting any of the topic headers listed below. For example: by
selecting the topic ‘Science,’ researchers can explore all of the information for that topic (Earth Sciences,
Scientists, Health, Physical Science, Projects and Games to name a few)

This method
locates materials
that have been
conveniently
classified by
topic. It also
locates links to
Editor's Choice
Web sites to
supplement the
information found
in the database

Type in a word or topic here, or...

A
{2};‘“ i \

Explore the Topic Tree!

Art Projects & Activities, Artists...

FAMOUS PEOPLE SPORTS & GyM

Biographies by Profession...

Accounting, International

COMMUNICATIONS & MEDI,

Forms of Communication..

curment svenTs 7|

SCIENCE

Slphabet, Words & Reading...

Governments of Nations ...

i

Great Thinkers, Resources...

First aid, Fithess, Health Issues, Rescue. .,

Atlases, Calculatars. ..

Arts by Region, Bmgraph.ues by Region...
) meuicion e mymoroey 2

Current Issues, Mational News. History of Religions, Mythology...

eneursn taneace anrs < S0

Earth Science, Featured Scientists...

Anthropology, Archaeology, Economics...

TO BOTTOM

OK, here's how the
Topic Tree works...

Topics are grouped
into branches...

\%
as you click aleng a

branch, you narrows
your search...

09

A leaf means you've
reached the end of a
branch... and you've
found a document!

& 4

5. DO YOU WANT REFERENCE INFORMATION?
v" Click on the ‘reference desk’ tab at the top of any search screen

T~

¥ Select all sources
 Clear all sources

elementary

@ search topics

what would you like me to look up for you?

IBiDme
Browse Reference Desk Publications

R Rawe

Dictionary Thesaurus Encyclopedias Almanac Atlas

reference desk

QUIT

MY LIST | BOOKCART | HELP
Click on these | for quick help!

START!

Other

What sort of results do you receive?

Reference Desk contains reference sources to supplement research. These reference
sources include such tools as dictionaries, thesauri, encyclopedias, almanacs, atlases, and

other materials considered reference sources
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