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Tools and Content to Increase Teacher Effectiveness and Student Achievement: 
 

• Teacher tools to create and share custom inquiry-based learning activities. 
• Lexile reading resources for students reading above, at, and below level. 
• Links to strategies and models for building science digital information literacy skills. 
• Resources to meet the needs of AP, IB, and mainstream science students. 
• Student and teacher tools to save valuable classroom and/or library time. 
• Access to science model BookCart collection to support inquiry-based activities. 
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eLibrary Content & Tools Help Increase Science Teacher Effectiveness 

 
Each of the significant Social Studies priorities listed below will include examples of how 
eLibrary unique content and teacher tools support teaching and learning. Each example is 
intended to motivate teachers to use the resources of eLibrary and BookCarts as the preferred 
solution for school research contrasted with the use of Internet surfing, Google, and a variety 
of other student databases. Using the eLibrary solution helps increase teacher effectiveness, 
integrates technology into teaching and learning standards-based Social Studies content and 
skills, and builds student 21st Century digital information literacy skills. 
 

Scientific research demonstrates that increasing teacher effectiveness is the most 
important factor in increasing student achievement. 

 
Science 
Priority 

eLibrary Unique Content and Tools Example 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create Custom 
and Engaging 
Inquiry-Based 

Learning 
Activities 

Supported by 
Excellent 
Science 

Resources 

BookCarts empower teachers to select and create custom collections of 
learning resources: publications to search; articles to browse; websites to 
explore on any science topic. Teachers can integrate essential questions for 
critical thinking, student instructions, quizzes, and state standards to 
provide a lesson plan complete with a variety of the best teacher-selected 
digital learning resources.  
 
No wasted time for CIPA supervising, evaluating relevancy, authority, and 
decency. Here are some examples from the ProQuest collection of 120: 
 

             
 
Copy ProQuest model BookCarts or create your own. Click ProQuest 
Carts tab, then the appropriate SS (Social Studies) folder. 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/modelcarts 

 
Print Current 

Science Articles 
for Student 

Notebooks to 
Keep Textbooks 

Up to Date 

eLibrary CE provides full-text access to more than 100 science magazines 
and journals that provide the up to date information that science teachers 
and students need during each science course. Teachers and students can 
search one media type—magazines--using key words for the science topic in 
their search. Print and copy articles to use in class discussions and to 
include in student notebooks. To see a list of science magazines— 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/elibsubject 
Scroll to pages 11-13.  
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Provide 
Students with 

Resources 
Correlated to 
Their Reading 

Levels and 
Abilities  

 
 

1. Students can Search by or Sort Results by Lexile reading scores. 
 
2. Teachers can build BookCarts on the same topic and include articles 

with a range of Lexile reading scores for students to select from. Or 
they can build separate ones for that topic with specific Lexile ranges. 

 
Lexile Reading Level explanation: Click HELP on the eLibrary Search 
page and then Lexile Reading Level link. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide Student 
Access to 

Robust Primary 
Resources for  

Honors, AP, and 
Advanced 
Courses  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. eLibrary CE provides a variety of scholarly journals to support advanced 
courses in science. Here is the link to samples—scroll to pages 11-13: 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/elibsubject 
Search any one of these publications when appropriate. OR . . . 
 
2. Search by key word and check the Scholarly Journals box: 
 
3. Articles from these journals can be selected by teachers and integrated 
into custom BookCarts. This saves students time in searching that can be 
reinvested in Science Fair projects, problem-solving, and exploring timely 
issues in science and technology in greater depth. Teachers can also include 
their favorite websites in these custom BookCarts. 
 

 
 

Lexile Score for Each Article 

Sort Results List by Lexile Score 

 Or Search by Lexile Score Range 
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Increase 
Student 

Understanding 
by Providing  
On-Demand 

Access to 
Resources that 
Define and also 

Expand 
Knowledge of 
Science Terms  

1. Both an integrated dictionary and encyclopedias provide students with 
on demand access to supplemental support resources when they are 
browsing articles. This helps increase understanding by providing 
definitions as well as additional information that expands knowledge of 
the word/topic.  

2. English to Spanish dictionary supports ELL student understanding and 
learning of English. 

 
Click Reference tab after highlighting “infrared” while browsing document: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Find Science 
Resources 

Correlated to 
State Standards 

for Creating 
Custom 

BookCarts for 
Students 

eLibrary CE provides a Standards Search tool in the Teacher Edition. This 
saves time for teachers in finding standards-based learning resources to 
include in BookCarts or for printing and copying for class use and discussion. 
Click Standards Search link at bottom of the Search page: 
 

 

Support for ELL Students 

Expand Knowledge about the 
Word or Topic 

Support for Understanding 
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Build Critical 

Thinking Skills 
by Researching 
Science Issues 

 
Topical 

Research 
Focused on 

Facts Does Not 
Build Critical 

Thinking 

ProQuest guides, professional development, and BookCarts all integrate the 
strategies of Bloom’s Taxonomy of higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) into 
student research activities. Scientific research demonstrates that research 
activities must address essential questions of why, why not, what if, how, 
and which one for motivated and permanent learning to take place. 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/scirez 
 
Too much research is topical in nature with emphasis on facts only: 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/scirez2 
 
Engaging Issues Guide with correlated BookCarts: 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/SBR 
 

Provide a Tool 
to Generate 

Formal  
Citations 

The Citation Generator saves time for students and teachers that can be 
invested in more critical thinking and writing.  
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/elibcitgen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Access a Robust 
Variety of 

Media Types in 
 One Search  

 
 

Save Valuable 
Classroom Time 
Searching for a 
Variety of the 
Best Science 

Digital 
Resources  

 
 
 
 

Increases Time 
for More 
Science 

Achievement- 
Building 
Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

eLibrary CE provides seven media types in one key word search, including 
full-text magazines, reference books, newspapers, transcripts, and graphics 
content in photos, multimedia, and maps.  
 

Select all, some, or one media type to search  
 

 
 
Science related websites are accessed through Topic Search. Soon an 
additional icon will be added to those above, that will include websites in 
all search results—eight media types in one search. Websites are indexed to 
the Topic tree branches listed next: 
 
 

Topics Tree Branches to Support Science  
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Topic Search 
Yields 

Both Websites 
and 

Relevant  
Documents  

 
 
 
 

Saves Teacher 
Classroom Time 

for More 
Science 

Achievement-
Building 
Activities  

 

Topic Search Results 
 

 
 

 
 

Achieve Greater 
Professional 

Growth  
 
 

Access a World-
Class Science 
Professional 

Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional 
Library Sample 

eLibrary CE provides a virtual professional library for Social Studies 
teachers. There are more than 100 magazines and journals that focus on 
Social Studies content as well as many education publications. The 
Publication browse tool makes it possible to browse each magazine by date 
and read or print each full-text article. View a list of the publications that 
teachers can browse (see pages 11-13 for Science magazines and journals--
pages 18-21 for education magazines and journals):  
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/elibsubject 
 

This is small sample of science publications 
 

 
 
 

Topic Search = Websites and Documents Too 
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Eliminate 
Wasted Time 
Supervising 

Student 
Internet 

Surfing and 
Discipline 
Problems 

 
Increase Time 
for Coaching 
Students in 
How to Use 
Information  

Teachers need to be active in coaching and supporting students during the 
searching and resource selection process. eLibrary provides two ways to 
eliminate the need for CIPA supervision and avoiding the discipline and 
parental problems that may result from Googling and Internet surfing: 
 
1. Use custom BookCarts to save time and ensure authority and relevance: 
 

Copy ProQuest model BookCarts or create your own 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/modelcarts 

Click English Language Arts in the ProQuest Carts folder. 
 
2. eLibrary vs. Google and Internet Surfing—See the advantages here: 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/elibgoog 

 
 
 

Provide Teacher 
and Student 

Tools that Save 
Time and Help 
Organize & Use 

Resources  
More Effectively 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher View of 
My List 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Tool 
(+) for Creating 

My List 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Teachers click My List after selecting documents to view them 
 

 
 
 
 

Student Selection Tool for My List 

 
 

My List with 4 Student Options 
 

Automatically export My List articles to a 
new or to an existing BookCart 
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Student View of 
My List 

Resources  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Assess 
Knowledge of 

Science Content 
with Automatic 
Scoring  when 
Emailed to the 

Teacher 

Each BookCart has a QuizCart option. QuizCarts are best used as a pre-
research activity to assess adequate knowledge of Science content prior to 
the more complex and demanding mini-research activity.  

  
Plagiarism—
Reduce or 

Eliminate It 

Plagiarism is decreased when teachers assign fresh and engaging topics 
each year and include a variety of engaging critical thinking questions. 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/engage 
 

 
Meet 

Professional 
Development 

State Mandates 
for CEU Credits 
and Get Free 

Online Training 

eLibrary Professional Development is CEU-eligible and provides a one-day, 
onsite, and hands-on training. The focus is on how teachers can create, 
manage, and evaluate student mini-research projects that integrate critical 
thinking through the use of higher-order questions. Technology is fully and 
flexibly integrated throughout the process. eLibrary BookCarts are the 
primary method of creating digital lesson plans for inquiry-based activities. 
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/profdevinfo 
 
Free online training schedule:          
http://www.proquestk12.com/go/vidtrain 
 

Create up to 10 Questions 
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