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Olympics Activities

Olympic Opening Ceremony

Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students will learn about the cultural traits of China and another chosen country and participate in a mock Olympic
Opening Ceremony.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions (Grade 3)
¢ Identify the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. (7.3.B)
e Components of culture (e.g., language, belief systems and customs, social organizations, foods, ethnicity)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Arts and Humanities
Historical and Cultural Contexts (All grades)
¢ Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and purposes of works in the arts. (9.2.E)

¢ Know and apply vocabulary used between social studies and the arts and humanities. (9.2.F)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 40 minutes
In-class: 2 hours

Materials
CultureGrams Kids Edition
Art materialsd construction paper, scissors, glue, pens, etc.

Instructions

1. Chinais preparing to host the 2008 Olympic Games in its capital city, Beijing. Have students prepare to hold a
mock Olympic Opening Ceremony. Begin by having them learn more about China. Each student should read
through the Kids Edition China report. Have students write down the most interesting thing they discovered about
China as they read. Have them share their findings in a classroom discussion. Also, ask them what preparations
they would make if they were a nation planning to host the Olympics.

2. Assign each student (or have each student select) another country in the Kids Edition series. Have them prepare
to represent their country in the Opening Ceremony
short (one minute) presentation highlighting the country.

3. Usingthe Flag Gallery, print the flag outline for each student
Alternatively, have them createt hei r nationds flag out of art materi
model.

4. Begin the Opening Ceremony by having one student or group of students act as a representative of China (in
addition to their assignment for another country) to welcome the visiting nations. Then have each student present

his or her assigned nationdés flag (all of which shoul d
and give the short presentation. E n d dtrhoen 0O p(eunsiinngg erraenny

art materials).


http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/kids/index.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/kids/kids_country.php?contid=3&wmn=Asia&cid=12&cn=China
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/kids/kids_flags.php

Extension Activity

Have students foll ow the succes gamesfusing thelnternetraadtothesr mesisoueceésh | et e
Use the success of a particular athlete or team to launchashort revi ew di scussion (based on
about that country.



Getting to the Games

Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students will be able to compare the distances that athletes must travel to get to the 2008 Summer Olympic Games in
Beijing, China. They will also calculate travel times, depending on the mode of travel.

Curriculum standard(s)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Mathematics

Computation and Estimation (Grade 3)

Apply addition and subtraction in everyday situations using concrete objects. (2.2.A)

Solve single- and double-digit addition and subtraction problems with regrouping in vertical form. (2.2.B)
Demonstrate the concept of multiplication as repeated addition and arrays. (2.2.C)

Demonstrate the concept of division as repeated subtraction and as sharing. (2.2.D)

Use estimation skills to arrive at conclusions. (2.2.E)

Determine the reasonableness of calculated answers. (2.2.F)

Developed by the Pennsylvania Board of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 5 minutes
In-class: 30 minutes

Materials
Distance Calculator in the CultureGrams World Edition or Kids Edition
Calculator

Instructions

1. Have the students go to the landing page for any country in the World Edition or the Kids Edition and then click on
the Distance Calculator in the right-hand column, under the Tools category.

2. Each student should create a table to track the results of their investigation. The table should include four
columns and five rows. In the first column, the student should pick five countries from different parts the world and
record a country name in each row in the column. In the second column, the students should list the
corresponding capital city for each country. The remaining two columns will be filled out in the succeeding steps.

3. Have each student use the Distance Calculator to determine how far an athlete would have to travel from each of
the five country capitals to get to Beijing. Record those results in the third column. Students could list miles or
kilometers.

4. Have students calculate how long (in hours) it would take these athletes to travel to Beijing by plane or by car. To
do this, students must take the total distance and divide it by the average speed per hour in order to figure out the
total travel time in hours. Assume the journey can be made in a straight line (unhindered by bodies of water or
other geographical features) and that the average speed for a plane is 540 miles (869 kilometers) per hour and
the average speed for a car is 60 miles (97 kilometers) per hour. Students should record the respective times for
travel by plane and automobile in the fourth column of the table.

5. Have students exchange their tables with their classmates so that class members can check the accuracy of the
calculations. (Optional.)

Questions for further discussion
What disadvantages might athletes face who have to travel long distances to compete in the Summer Olympic Games in
Beijing versus those who live nearby?


http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/index.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/kids/index.php

Vancouver 2010

Discussion and Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students explore and familiarize themselves with the Canadian province of British Columbia in preparation for the
upcoming 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions (Grade 3)
¢ |dentify the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. (7.3.B)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Career Education and Work
Career Retention and Advancement (Grade 3)
e Explain effective group interaction terms, such as, but not limited to:
o Compliment
o Cooperate
0 Encourage
o Participate (13.3.C)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Board of Education

Time requirement
In-class: 50 minutes

Materials
CultureGrams Provinces Editiond British Columbia report

Instructions

1. Introduce the activity by discussing the concept of the Olympic Games. Explain that the upcoming 2010 Winter
Olympics will take place in Vancouver, British Columbia. Spend some time discussing with the class what
qualities and conditions a city, province, or country must meet in order to be chosen to host the Olympic Games.

2. Break students up into groups and have each group read through the Provinces Edition British Columbia report,
paying particular attention to the sections that describe the factors that make it a good home for the Winter
Games (e.g., the Climate and Geographysect i ons) as well as the provincebos
(e.g., the Cultural Burst and Totem Poles sections) that might play a role during the Vancouver Olympic Games.

3. Have each group summarize and present their findings. As a class, discuss what they have learned about British
Columbia and why Vancouver was chosen to host the 2010 Games.



http://online.culturegrams.com/provinces/province.php?pid=5
http://online.culturegrams.com/provinces/province.php?pid=5

Cultural Sensitivity Training

Presentation

Grade level
61 8

Objective

Students will assume the role of cultural trainers whose responsibility it is to prepare U.S. athletes for the upcoming
Summer Games in Beijing. Either individually or in groups, students will prepare short oral presentations that are intended
to sensitize the athletes to the importance of recognizing and adapting to cultural differences.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities
Historical and Cultural Contexts (All grades)
¢ Relate works in the arts chronologically to historical events. (9.2.B)
¢ Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective. (9.2.D)
¢ Relate works in the arts to geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Australia, Central America, Europe, North America,
South America (9.2.G)
e |dentify, explain and analyze historical and cultural differences as they relate to works in the arts. (9.2.J3)

Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education
Time requirement

Preparation: 15 minutes
In-class: 90 minutes (spread over two class periods)

Materials
CultureGrams World Edition

Instructions

1. Assign students, either individually or in groups, countries on which to prepare presentations. Making
assignments will insure a greater variety of countries and cultures, and it will help avoid duplication.

2. Each student or group of students should review the CultureGrams report for their assigned country. As they read
the text, they should identify concepts that would be important for an athlete to know if they were to meet and
associate with someone from that country. Students may make note of where a country is located, what the land
and climate is like, what type of government the country has, etc. But most importantly, they should focus on
matters of culture that might be important in everyday interactions. What information would be critical for a person
to have in order to understand someone from the assigned country? Some questions to consider:

a. What ethnic groups are there?

b. What languages do people speak?

c. What are the most prominent religions? And how migh
behavior?

d. What common attitudes and values are shared by people in the country?

e. What do people in the country commonly wear?

f. How do people greet each other?

g. Are there gestures a person needs to know or should avoid using because they are potentially offensive?

h. What foods are typically eaten in the country? What customs are there that accompany eating?

i. What aspects of the lifestyle in the country are important to be aware of when you meet a person from the
country?
What games and sports are popular?

3. After gathering information from the CultureGrams report, students should prepare a five-minute presentation in
which they organize and highlight the most important points for an athlete from the United States to know when
meeting a person from their assigned country.

Questions for further discussion

1. Would it be especially difficult for U.S. athletes to interact with people from particular countries? Why?

2. Why is it important to recognize the cultural similarities and differences that exist among human beings?
Extension Activity
Assign students to make a poster of critical i ds and do n &when encountering someone from their assigned country.
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http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/index.php

Designing Olympic Medals

Activity

Grade level
61 8

Objective
Students will design an Olympic medal based on what they learn about the culture of a country.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
Human Characteristics Places and Regions (Grade 6)
¢ Describe the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. (7.3.B)

The Interactions Between People and Places (Grade 6)
e Describe the impacts of people on physical systems. (7.4.B)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities
Historical and Cultural Contexts (All grades)
¢ Relate works in the arts chronologically to historical events. (9.2.B)
e Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective. (9.2.D)
¢ Relate works in the arts to geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Australia, Central America, Europe, North America,
South America (9.2.G)

¢ Identify, explain and analyze historical and cultural differences as they relate to works in the arts. (9.2.J)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for History
World History (Grade 6)

e Explain how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations affected world history. (8.4.D)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 15 minutes
In-class: 60 minutes

Materials
CultureGrams World Edition
Art materialsd construction paper, scissors, glue, pens, etc.

Instructions

1. Ask each student to choose a country and read its CultureGrams report. Students should make note of things that
set the country apart and that citizens of the country would be especially proud of.

2. Explain to the students that the design of the Olympic medals combines the history of the Olympic Games with
the culture of the host country. Each host country designs the medal that hundreds of athletes will compete for
that year. Have students look at the design and background information for the medals for the 2008 Games in
Beijing. Hold a class discussion about which elements of the culture the design incorporates and why.

3. Ask students to design an Olympic medal for the country they researched. They must incorporate aspects of the
countrybs culture as wardek cultarse and theahigterg of the GdympicaGarnes. & ou may
wish to determine the format (paper, poster, digital design, etc.) or leave it open to the students.

4. In small groups or in front of the class, have students explain why they chose to include each element of their
medal.



http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/index.php
http://en.beijing2008.cn/67/83/article214028367.shtml
http://en.beijing2008.cn/67/83/article214028367.shtml
http://en.beijing2008.cn/67/83/article214028367.shtml

Extension activity

Each country that hosts the Olympics designs a logo for the games. The logo may feature a symbol of the country or it
may simply try to capture the excitement of the games. While each country adds their own elements to the logo, almost all
logos incorporate the Olympic rings, one of the most recognizable symbols of the games. Have the students research
past Olympic logos on the Internet and then design one (either digitally or on paper) to represent the country whose
CultureGrams report they read.



Languages of the Olympics
Activity

Grade level
61 8

Objective
Students will learn phrases and gestures they would use when first meeting someone from another culture.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
Human Characteristics Places and Regions (Grade 6)
¢ Describe the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics. (7.3.B)

The Interactions Between People and Places (Grade 6)
¢ Describe the impacts of people on physical systems. (7.4.B)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Arts and Humanities
Historical and Cultural Contexts (All grades)
¢ Relate works in the arts chronologically to historical events. (9.2.B)
Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective. (9.2.D)
Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and purposes of works in the arts. (9.2.E)
Know and apply vocabulary used between social studies and the arts and humanities. (9.2.F)
Relate works in the arts to geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Australia, Central America, Europe, North America,
South America (9.2.G)
¢ Identify, explain and analyze historical and cultural differences as they relate to works in the arts. (9.2.J)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for History
World History (Grade 6)

e Explain how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations affected world history. (8.4.D)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 15 minutes
In-class: 451 60 minutes

Materials

CultureGrams World Edition

Art materialsd construction paper, scissors, glue, pens, etc. (for extension activity)
Video camera (for extension activity)

Instructions:
1. People from around the world come together for the Olympic Games. The Olympic Village (where athletes

stay during theg) is a center for languages and cultures and the first stop for most athletes arriving in the host
country. Have students prepare to meet and greet the athletes as though they were hosts at the Olympic
Village. Divide the students into groups of three or four. Assign each group five countries whose
CultureGrams they will study, paying special attention to the language and greetings sections. The groups will
then train the other Olympic Village hosts (the rest of the class) on how to interact with athletes from the
countries they studied.

2. Each group should |l earn to say hello in the countri es
They may also learn things that people from that country might consider impolite.

3. Have each group take a turn teaching the class how to greet a person from the countries they studied. They
should also explain things that hosts should be aware of when interacting with athletes from these countries.
Include greetings, fi ds and do n & @nsl gestures.


http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/index.php

Extension Activity:

Have students create a video clip as a virtual welcome for those athletes who arrive after the hosts have gone home.

Have the students makeasi gn wi th each countryés name in both English &
for that country.
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A Visit to China

Research and Discussion

Grade level
61 8

Objective
Students use text and photos to identify cultural characteristics of China.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geology
The Physical Characteristics of Places and Regions (Grade 6)
o Describe the physical characteristics of places and regions. (7.2.A)
oComponents of Earthodéds physical systems
o Comparison of the physical characteristics of different places and regions
o Climate types

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for History
World History (Grade 6)
¢ Identify and explain how continuity and change has affected belief systems, commerce and industry, innovations,

settlementpat t er ns, social organizations, trangg4acCjtati on and

e Explain how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations affected world history. (8.4.D)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 40 minutes
In-class: 1 hour and 30 minutes

Materials
CultureGrams World Editiond China
CultureGrams Photo Galleryd China

Instructions
1. Give each student a copy of (or have each student access) the World Edition report for China and have him or her
read it before class. Instruct the students that as they read the report, they should pay particular attention to the
sections under the Customs and Courtesies heading: Greetings, Gestures, Visiting, and Eating.

2. Have each student make alistof 10Aid os @amdat =6 f or i nteracting with Chi
should know, using the infor mat i ®amaintin & respecthl distancerwhene c t i
speakingwith ol der pDeoonpiltacé eoyolir chopsticks in the rice bowl

3. Discuss the studentsé6é findings as a cl ass. How easy

norms? What could be the possible outcomes of violating these expectations?

4. For a second assignment, have the students read the report again before class. This time, have them pay
attention to the contrasts between life in urban China and life in rural China. You may want to point out the
specific sections in which contrasts are identified (e.g., General Attitudes, Personal Appearance, Housing, and
Economy).

5. As aclass, discuss how a visit to a rural area would be different than a visit to a major city. What challenges
would a traveler face in each environment?

Extension activity

Have the students access the China photos in the CultureGrams Photo Gallery. Many of these photos portray people
doing everyday things. Have each student select a photo and write a short story about a person pictured. Have the
students describe what the person is doing in dtheethgghot o,
activities the person might carry out in a typical day.
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http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=3&wmn=Asia&cid=34&cn=China
http://online.culturegrams.com/gallery/index.php?id=7&referid=&refername=China
http://online.culturegrams.com/world/world_country.php?contid=3&wmn=Asia&cid=34&cn=China
http://online.culturegrams.com/gallery/index.php?id=7&referid=&refername=China

Campaign for the Olympics

Activity

Grade level
61 8

Objective

Students research an assigned country and develop a PowerPoint presentation arguing why their country should host the
next Olympic Games. Students will gain a sense of audience, visual rhetoric, and persuasive strategies while presenting
their argument to the class.

Curriculum Standards
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening
Speaking and Listening (Grade 5)
e Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations. (1.6.C)
o Use complete sentences
o Pronounce words correctly
0 Use appropriate volume
0 Pace speech so that it is understandable
o Adjust content for different audiences (e.g., fellow classmates, parents)
0 Speak with a purpose in mind
¢ Use media for learning purposes. (1.6.F)
o Compare information received on television with that received on radio or in newspapers
0 Use a variety of images and sounds to create an effective presentation on a topic

0 Access information on Internet
Developed by the Pennsylvania Board of Education

Time requirement
In-class: 50 minutes (spread over two class periods)

Materials
CultureGrams World Edition and/or Kids Edition
CultureGrams Photo Gallery, Slideshow Gallery, and Video Gallery

Instructions
1. Introduce the concept of the Olympic Games and the process of a city and/or country campaigning for the chance
to host the games. Point out that the International Olympic Committee is the governing body who votes on and
decides which city and/or country will host the games.
2. Assign several students to serve on the International Olympic Committee. These students will decide which
country will host the Olympics based on the cases presented. Assign the remaining students to each pick a
di fferent country. Then give them ti neepdto read through
3. Assign students to create a PowerPoint presentation, outlining the reasons their country should be chosen to host
the next Olympic Games. Encourage them to use the Photo, Video, and Slideshow Galleries to find images
and/or footage to incorporate into their presentations.
4. Have students presenttherc ountrydés cases to the class and have the
and/or persuasive presentation and explain their reasons for their decision.
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http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/index.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/kids/index.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/gallery/index.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/culturegrams_code/world/slideshows.php
http://online.culturegrams.com/culturegrams_code/world/video_gallery.php

Predicting Performance

Analysis

Grade level
9112

Objective
Students will learn different ways of measuring and predicting the performance of countries competing at the Olympics.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Mathematics
Mathematical Reasoning and Connections (Grade 11)
e Construct valid arguments from stated facts. (2.4.B)
e Determine the validity of an argument. (2.4.C)

e Demonstrate mathematical solutions to problems (e.g., in the physical sciences). (2.4.E)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 30 minutes
In-class: 907 120 minutes

Materials

CultureGrams World Edition Comparison Table and Population Table
Medals tables from Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004 Summer Olympic Games
Converted medals tables (see below)

Excel or other spreadsheet program (optional)

Instructions

1. Show the students the final medal tables from Sydney and Athens. Then show them TABLE 1 (below), a revised
table in which medals have been converted into medal points (three for gold, two for silver, and one for bronze).

2. Point out that the same five countries occupy the top five places at both games in the same order. Then inform
them that the next ten places are also occupied by the same countries (albeit with minor differences in the order).
Ask your students what inferences can be drawn from the fact that the same 15 countries occupy the top 15
places in the medals tables from the Sydney and Athens games. What (if any) geographic, economic, or cultural
traits do these countries share?

3. Now show the students TABLE 2, which ranks (highest to lowest) the top 15 medal-winning countries in terms of
their combined performances at both the Sydney and Athens games. Explain the differences between medal
points as an absolute and medal points as a function of some other variable such as population. Ask your
students to guess which of the top 15 medal-winning countries won the most medal points per million inhabitants.

4. Access the World Edition Comparison Table and create a table showing the populations of the 15 countries. Ask
your students to compare the population table with the consolidated medal points table. What correlations do they
notice? Does anything stand out? (Correlations: China, USA, and Russia occupy the top three positions in both
tables, and Hungary is at the foot of both. Discrepancy: Australia, twelfth in population, is fourth in medal points.)

5. Now show your students TABLE 3, which shows medal points as a function of population. It is sorted (highest to
lowest) by medal points per games per million residents. (To simplify the math, the following calculations are
based on current population, not the somewhat different population numbers of 2000 and 2004.)

6. Did any student guess the top country (see item 2)? Australiad the overall winner in medals as a function of
populationd averages the equivalent of one gold, one silver, and one-fifth of a bronze per million inhabitants.
Chinad the last of the top 15 medal-winning countriesd averages the equivalent of just over one-tenth of a bronze
per million inhabitants. The United Statesd the clear winner in the absolute medal countd averages the
equivalent of just over two-thirds of a bronze per million inhabitants. Discuss with the students reasons there
might be such a marked discrepancy between the absolute and relative medal counts.

Extension activity
Have students select three countries that do not figure in the top 15 medal-winning countries. With reference to the
Sydney and Athens medal tables and to the CultureGrams World Edition Population Table and using the formula specified
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http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/data_tables.php?bc=w
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/country_data.php?selected_data_table_category_id=14&bc=w
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2000
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2004
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2000
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2004
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/data_tables.php?bc=w
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2000
http://www.olympic.org/uk/games/past/table_uk.asp?OLGT=1&OLGY=2004
http://online.culturegrams.com/secure/world/country_data.php?selected_data_table_category_id=14&bc=w

below the table in item 4, calculate the medal-points-per-games-per-million-residents ratio for each country. Have them
multiply that ratio by the overall population and divide by one million to find the number of medal points a country would
win at the Beijing games if it performed at the exact level it did at the Sydney and Athens games. Then have them follow
the progress of their three countries at Beijing 2008 and see how closely their final medal point counts approximate the
figures computed above. What factors might explain any discrepancies?

TABLE 1
Country Pointsi Sydney* Pointsi Athens
USA 213 190
Russia 173 180
China 144 131
Australia 99 115
Germany 91 99
Japan 78 36
France 64 78
Italy 63 68
South Korea 60 54
United Kingdom ** 57 60
Cuba 52 62
Ukraine 46 39
Romania 40 53
Hungary 39 39
Netherlands 39 58
* Table sorted by points earned in Sydney 2000 Games.
** The United Kingdom competes as Great Britain in the Olympics.
TABLE 2

Country Medal Points

USA 403

Russia 353

China 275

Australia 214

Germany 190

France 142

Italy 131

United Kingdom * 117

Cuba 114

Japan 114

South Korea 114

Netherlands 97

Romania 93

Ukraine 85

Hungary 78

* The United Kingdom competes as Great Britain in the Olympics.
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TABLE 3

Country Points per games per million residents*
Australia 5.236
Cuba 5.003
Hungary 3.917
Netherlands 2.927
Romania 2.087
Russia 1.248
South Korea 1.162
Germany 1.153
Italy 1.126
France 1.114
United Kingdom ** 0.963
Ukraine 0.918
USA 0.669
Japan 0.447
China 0.104

* Formula: MP / 2/ POP * 1,000,000, where MP stands for medal points and POP stands for population.
** The United Kingdom competes as Great Britain in the Olympics.
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Explaining Performance Gaps
Analysis

Grade level
9112

Objective
Students will seek to explain discrepancies in performance at the summer and winter Olympic Games with reference to
geographic and non-geographic factors.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
The Interactions Between People and Places (Grade 9 and 12)

e Explain and analyze the impacts of physical systems on people. (7.4.A)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 30 minutes
In-class: 607 90 minutes

Materials

CultureGrams World Edition, particularly Land and Climate sections from Italy and South Korea
Medals tables from Athens 2004 and Turin 2006 Olympic Games

Converted medals tables (see below)

Excel or other spreadsheet program (optional)

Instructions
1. Show the students the final medals table from the 2006 Winter Games in Turin. Ask them what they notice about
the geography of the medal winners. If theydon6t , you coul d point out that only
hemisphered Australiad won a medal. You could also point out that six northern European countries with
relatively small populations (10 million people or fewer) appear in the top 15: Austria, Sweden, Switzerland,
Estonia, Norway, and the Czech Republic.
2. Now show the students TABLE 1, which compares the performance of countries at the Turin 2006 and Athens
2004 games. Herebs the breakdown of the col umns:
e Column 1: all countries that won medals at the Turin 2006 games
Column 2: medal points earned (three per gold medal, two per silver, one per bronze) at Turin 2006
Column 3: medal points adjusted to bring them into line with medal points earned at Athens 2004
(multiplied by 3.58, the ratio of events at Athens to events at Turin)
e Column 4: medal points earned at Athens 2004 (see formula in Column 2)
e Column 5: the ratio of winter medal points to summer medal points expressed as a percentage
Point out to the students that 13 of the 26 countries that won medals at Turin 2006 performed better there than
they did at Athens 2004, the other 13 performed better at Athens 2004. Discuss what kinds of geographic
generalizations, including those concerning latitude, can be made about the top and bottom halves of the table.
3. South Korea and ltaly are located to the south of most of the other countries that won medals at the 2006 winter
games. With reference to the Land and Climate sections of the CultureGrams texts for Italy and South Korea,
di scuss what geographic factors might help account for
4. Poland, Slovakia, Belarus, and Ukraine are all northern European countries that might, based on their latitude,
have been expected to perform better at the Winter Games than the Summer Games. Assuming Athens 2004 and
Turin 2006 were not flukes, what non-geographic factors might explain their having done better at the Summer
Games? Given that many winter sports require the purchase of expensive equipment (anything from skis to
bobsleds), how might TABLE 2 stating per-capita GDP provide a partial answer?

Extension activity

Have students make a list of the countries that did not medal in the Turin 2006 games. Based on geographic and/or non-
geographic factors that you can read about in CultureGrams World Edition, pick five countries you believe might win
something at the 2010 Games in Vancouver.
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TABLE 1

Points

Country Turin 06 Turin 06 (adj.) Athens 04 Rithom(mg]rt)fr/
Finland 15 54 4 1350%
Switzerland 28 100 8 1250%
Austria 48 172 15 1147%
Estonia 9 32 4 800%
Canada 48 172 24 717%
Norway 31 111 16 694%
Sweden 30 107 17 629%
Croatia 7 25 9 278%
Germany 63 226 91 248%
Czech Republic 8 29 13 223%
Netherlands 17 61 39 156%
South Korea 26 93 60 155%
Italy 21 75 63 119%
France 17 61 64 95%
Russia 44 158 173 91%
USA 52 186 213 87%
Poland 11 18 61%
Slovakia 7 12 58%
Latvia 1 4 8 50%
China 19 68 144 47%
Bulgaria 2 17 41%
Belarus 2 25 28%
Ukraine 2 46 15%
Australia 4 14 99 14%
Japan 3 11 78 14%
United Kingdom ** 2 7 57 12%

* Table sorted by winter/summer ratio.
** The United Kingdom competes as Great Britain in the Olympics.
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TABLE 2

Country Ratio (winter / summer)* GDP per capita
Finland 1350% $32,153
Switzerland 1250% $35,633
Austria 1147% $33,700
Estonia 800% $15,478
Canada 717% $33,375
Norway 694% $41,420
Sweden 629% $32,525
Croatia 278% $13,042
Germany 248% $29,461
Czech Republic 223% $20,538
Netherlands 156% $32,684
South Korea 155% $22,029
Italy 119% $28,529
France 95% $30,386
Russia 91% $10,845
USA 87% $41,890
Poland 61% $13,847
Slovakia 58% $15,871
Latvia 50% $13,646
China 47% $6,757
Bulgaria 41% $9,032
Belarus 28% $7,918
Ukraine 15% $6,848
Japan 14% $31,267
Australia 14% $31,794
United Kingdom ** 12% $33,238

* Table sorted by winter/summer ratio.

** The United Kingdom competes as Great Britain in the Olympics.
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Olympic Boycotts

Activity

Grade level
9112

Objective
Students will learn about the issues surrounding Olympic boycotts and participate in a mock UN debate.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Civics and Government
Principles and Documents of Government (Grade 9)
e |dentify and explain the major arguments advanced for the necessity of government. (5.1.A)
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship (Grade 9)
eAnalyze citizensd rights an dationalgguesnmsnt. (bi2.B)i ti es i n | ocal
¢ Explain the importance of the political process to competent and responsible participation in civic life. (5.2.E)
How International Relationships Function (Grade 12)
eAnalyze the United Statesd goavarneentlogtoupsinwowd events. (b4.B)er nat i o

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for History
World History (Grade 9)

¢ Analyze how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations impacted world history. (8.4.D)

Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions (Grade 12)
¢ Analyze the significance of human activity in shaping places and regions by their economic characteristics. (7.3.D)
o Changes in spatial distribution of economic activities at the global scale (e.g., patterns of agriculture, forestry,
mining, retailing, manufacturing, services)
o Forces that are reshaping business (e.g., the information economy, business globalization, the development of
off-shore activities)

o Effects of changes and movements in factors of production (e.g., resources, labor, capital)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Board of Education
Time requirement

Preparation: 1 hour and 30 minutes
In-class: 1 hour and 20 minutes, two different days; less if students read selections at home

Materials

CultureGrams World Edition

United Nations web site (http://www.un.org/aboutun/)

News articles on controversies surrounding the Olympic Games

Instructions

1. Introduce students to the history and functions of the United Nations. You may want to access information from
the United Nations web site (http://www.un.org/aboutun/). As a class, discuss the role of the United Nations in
conflict resolution. What forums are available to address disputes between nations?

2. Ask students to research the motivations behind countr |
and 1984 Games). Have the students each bring in at least one news article about a controversy surrounding the
2008 Games in Beijing (e.g., Tibetan independence and the violence in Darfur). Comprehensive information on
Dar fur i s avai |VddldGonflats Today (ev@uwerddtobflEctstoday.com). Discuss why a country
might choose to boycott the 2008 Games or use the Olympics to highlight political issues.

3. Assign each student a different country to represent in a mock UN Security Council. Students should read the
CultureGrams report of the country they represent so that they can support their country's interests in a debate.

4. Pick a topic to be debated at the Security Council meeting, such as Tibetan autonomy or how to end the conflict in
Darfur. Have students representing the member countries debate the different sides of the issue. After all the
presentations have been given, have the students vote on the topics. They should be able to explain the rationale
for their decisions to the class.
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Grades Ki 5

Flag Creation
Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students discuss the symbolism and meaning of various national flags and then create flags to represent themselves.

Curriculum Standards
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities
Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts (All grades)
e Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to produce, review and
revise original works in the arts. (9.1.B)
o Visual Arts: paint, draw, craft, sculpt, print, design for environment, communication, multi-media

Aesthetic Response (Grade 3)
e Know how to communicate an informed individual opinion about the meaning of works in the arts. (9.4.B)
e Recognize that choices made by artists regarding subject matter and themes communicate ideas through works in

the arts and humanities. (9.4.D)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 40 minutes
In-class: 50 minutes

Materials
CultureGrams Kids Edition
Art materialsd construction paper, scissors, glue, pens, etc.

Instructions

1. Introduce the concept of flags as works of art that use color, design, and symbols to convey meaning. Refer to
some of the flags on the bottom right of the main webpage for each country. The accompanying descriptions offer
interpretations for the f |flagpbSeuthsAfricabtieelcdors symbolize thexuaity pf the |
nati onds rflagcobtise UnitedrKingdbng the crosses represent England, Scotland, and Ireland. In the flag
of Greece, the cross symbolizes the Greek Orthodox Church.

2. Using the Flag Gallery, print a flag outline for each student. Have the students color in the flag and present it to
the class.

3. Assign students to create a unique flag representing themselves, their family, or their city, state, or country of
birth. Encourage them to find colors and symbols that stand for something important to them.

4. Have students display their flags for the class and explain their use of color, symbolism, and design.

Extension Activity
Have the students work together to design a flag that represents their class. Place it prominently in the classroom.
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Fractions and Food
Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students will practice multiplying and dividing fractions in a real-world context.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Mathematics
Mathematical Problem Solving and Communications (Grade 3)
e Use appropriate problem-solving strategies (e.g., guess and check, working backwards). (2.5.A)

Numbers, Number Systems and Number Relationships (Grade 3)
¢ Use whole numbers and fractions to represent quantities. (2.1.B)
e Use drawings, diagrams or models to show the concept of fraction as part of a whole. (2.1.D)

e Demonstrate knowledge of basic facts in four basic operations. (2.1.L)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 20 minutes
In-class: 50 minutes

Materials
CultureGrams Online Editiond Recipe Collection

Instructions

1. Tell your students that they are chefs for the president of the United States. They are in charge of preparing the
menu for an upcoming dinner, which will be attended by diplomats from all over the world. The president would
like to serve all the diplomats dishes from their own countries.

2. Assign each student to pick a different country to be in charge of. After the students have had a chance to look up
the recipes for their country, which are found in the Online CultureGrams Recipe Collection, tell them that they will
need to double the recipes for the main and side dishes in order to feed all of the diplomats. Explain to the
students that they will need to triple the dessert recipes, though, because the diplomats have a sweet tooth. They
should pay special attention to doubling and tripling the fractions in the recipes.

3. When the students are done with their calculations, tell them that you have just received a memo from the White
House saying that due to unexpected events, the dinner has been postponed and as a result several diplomats
will not be able to attend. The students now need to halve the original recipes for main and side dishes andd as
several diplomats have lately decided to go on a dietd quarter the dessert recipes.

4, Have students check their fractions against each ot her
that they will turn out delicious on the big night!

Extension activity

Being able to multiply and divide fractions is not the only math skill good cooks need. They also need to know how to
convert metric measurements to English ones, espmtheal |y i f
students a few conversion formulas, have them practice converting a series of measurements.
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Geography Bee

Activity

Grade level
Ki 5

Objective
Students will learn state or country locations, capitals, and physical features.

Curriculum standard(s)
Pennsylvania State Academic Standards for Geography
Basic Geographic Literacy (Grade3)
e |dentify and locate places and regions. (7.1.B)
o Physical features: continents and oceans, major landforms, rivers and lakes of North America

o Human features: cities (i.e., Philadelphia, Erie, Washington D.C., Baltimore, New York, Toronto)
Developed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education

Time requirement
Preparation: 15 minutes
In-class: 1 hour and 30 minutes, two different days; less if part is assigned as homework.

Materials
CultureGrams Kids Edition or States Edition

Instructions

1. Divide the class into several groups. Give each group a list of countries/states they are to study. (You may split up
the world/United States however you wish.)

2. Assign students to read and take notes on the Land and Climate sections and the maps of their assigned
countries in the CultureGrams Kids Edition. Or, if your class is focusing on states, assign students to read and
take notes on the Climate and Geography sections and the detail maps in the CultureGrams States Edition.
Instruct students to pay particular attention to the:

e Location (borders)
e Capital city
e Major physical features (e.g., lakes, mountains, etc.)

3. Compile the notes the class has taken into one master list. Include only the most significant physical features.

Have the students memorize this list, using group work, flashcards, etc.

4. Afterthestudent s have had a chance to memorize el ements from
the World. o To play, Student A stands next to the desk

Student A and Student B. If Student A answers the question correctly before student B, he or she moves on to the
next desk, where another question is posed to student A and student C. If, however, Student B beats Student A,

Student A sits down in Student B®&s S8tedsnkC. @hisgproc8ss codtiaues
until one student is able to move throughout all of the desks in the classroomdt hat i s, faround

Extension activity

Discuss with the students the various elements that make up a map, including a key and typical symbols used to denote
mountain ranges, bodies of water, capitals, etc. Then, using printouts of either the political map of the United States from
the States Edition or maps of world regions from the World Edition (both in PDF formats), have students fill in capitals and
significant physical features using the symbols you have discussed. You may have students do this from memory or using
reference materials.
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