
Governors of 14 States have adopted the P21 Framework for 21st Century Literacy and Skills. In addition, the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) and the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) have addressed 21st Century Skills in their new standards. Many states have integrated one of more of these standards into their state standards.
	21st Century Literacy and Skills
	ProQuest Recommended Education Solutions 


	Key Areas of Study that 

Develop 21st Century Literacy
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	GLOBAL AWARENESS -- Students need a deeper understanding of the thinking, motivations, and actions of people from different cultures and countries in order to successfully navigate and respond to communities and workplaces extending beyond their neighborhoods.
	CultureGrams—Original primary source information on unique aspects of life in over 200 countries, U. S States and Canadian Provinces, including activities.

World Conflicts Today – Unique information and activities for students to study both the past and current status of existing 10 major regional conflicts in the world.

	Science Literacy – Students need to understand science concepts, the scientific method, and how science applied to technology can be used to solve problems and enhance life around the world.
	eLibrary Science – Resources that address AP, IB, Honors and mainstream science courses. Websites, science news, manipulatives collection, and other visuals help students to learn the most current science. BookCart help teachers to design custom inquiry-based activities.

	CIVIC LITERACY -- Students need to understand, analyze, and participate in government and in community, both globally and locally, in order to shape the circumstances that impact their daily lives.
	SIRS Issues Researcher – Each of more than 300 Leading Issues focuses on many enduring and current civic and government-related issues that students need to address and resolve through facts and critical thinking.

	FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND BUSINESS LITERACY – There is a growing demand on people to understand business processes, entrepreneurial spirit, and the economic forces that drive today’s economy.
	 eLibrary and SIRS SKS – Each provides thousand of editor-selected  resources for economics, finance, and business.  Current and historic information that includes articles, websites, and multimedia, helps both elementary and secondary students understand concepts and issues.

	Health Literacy – Students need to obtain, interpret, and understand basic health information and use that information in ways that enhance their own health and the health of others.
	eLibrary and SIRS SKS – Each provides thousand of editor-selected  resources for health and wellness.  Current and historic information that includes articles, websites, and multimedia, helps both elementary and secondary students understand concepts and issues.

	Essential Skills Needed to Acquire Knowledge, Resolve Issues, and 
Solve Problems
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	INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION SKILLS --Students need to think critically, analyze information, comprehend new ideas, communicate, collaborate, solve problems, and make sound decisions.
	ProQuest Teacher Resources – Each research product provides teachers with resources and activities that help support critical thinking and problems solving on issues that matter to students.  

	INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) LITERACY -- Technology has become an essential tool for the realization of learning and thinking skills in today’s knowledge economy.
	ProQuest ICT Digital Teaching and Learning – All ProQuest solutions integrate student and teacher 21st Century tools that support ICT Literacy. Solutions include teacher training, downloadable teacher guides, and hundreds of product specific learning activities. ProQuest provides solution for teachers and students, not databases.

	Critical Thinking & Problem Solving Skills – Integrate strategies into all learning activities that require the use of and the development of critical thinking to resolve real-world issues and solve problems.
	ProQuest Teacher Resources – Both eLibrary BookCarts and SIRS provides teachers with curriculum resources and learning activities that help support critical thinking and problems solving directly on real-world issues. Teachable Moments newsletter provides fresh activities each month. 

	Classroom Tools for 

Teaching and Learning
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	Authentic Assessment -- Performance-based assessments examine student performance on authentic tasks that integrate critical thinking. Current practice is over-reliance on multiple choice assessments that only measure lower level thinking skills.
	Differentiated Report/Presentation Models – ProQuest offers teachers four models to use for students to present their research conclusions: Formal written report; Mini-Research written report; PowerPoint templates; and Mini-Debate model. ProQuest guides provide strategies to integrate critical thinking and models to assess student performance with flexible rubrics.

	Customizing Learning Resources – Technology that addresses the unique interest and reading level needs of all students—one size does not fit all.
	eLibrary BookCart Learning Activities – Teachers can create custom collections of learning resources that meet the reading and interest needs of one student or groups of students. Differentiating instruction is the key to increased achievement. ProQuest provides teachers with more than 800 models that can be copied and adapted for their students to jump-start 21st Century inquiry-based learning across the K-12 curriculum. 

	Digital Lesson Planning – Teachers collaborating by building shared lesson plans that address State Standards, State assessments, student reading levels and interest. Digital lesson plans also integrate all the learning resources students will need  to complete their lesson/activity. 
	eLibrary BookCarts: Custom Learning Activities – BookCarts can help teachers plan differentiated inquiry-based activities. BookCarts can include state standards, essential questions for critical thinking, correlated print resource pathfinders, teacher favorite websites, teacher selected articles, student directions, and an optional 10-question QuizCart as a warm-up to start the research activity. BookCart learning activities are a ONE-STOP strategy for inquiry-based learning at school or at home.  

	Resources for ell & disadvantaged learners – Easy access to learning resources specially selected to meet the interest and reading levels of students, correlate to standards, and  that 
	SIRS Discoverer– Provides editor-selected articles, activities, graphics, and websites that meet the needs of students in grades 3-8 and also disadvantaged ELL students in higher grades.  All articles and websites are selected by Lexile and SIRS reading levels, and are age and curriculum level appropriate. This ensures that all information is kid-safe, credible, and standards-relevant. Teachers can be sure students will have maximum time on task to learn.  

	Visual Learning & Presentation – Easy access to visuals and visual learning models that are proven to work for both teachers and students. Resources can be downloaded and easily integrated into presentations. 
	Student Visual Presentation Templates – All ProQuest solutions have robust collections of visual resources. It’s easy to save visual resources and integrate them into slide shows, timelines, and PowerPoints. ProQuest provides templates and models for students and teachers to use that help integrate critical thinking. 

	“What Works” Models – Models of activities that integrate standards, custom learning resources, critical thinking, and address the most assigned topics/issues assigned to students for research.
	eLibrary BookCart Collection – Teachers can access more than 800 free models of inquiry-based learning activities that integrate critical thinking, problem solving, and state standards. Teachers can copy and adapt these and share them with other teachers and other schools in the district.

	Professional Development -- Balances direct instruction with project-oriented teaching methods; and illustrates how deeper understanding of subject matter can actually enhance problem-solving, critical thinking, and other 21st century skills.
	ProQuest Professional Development – Teacher training is provided online and in-person for CEUs. This training focuses on teachers creating engaging and standards correlated inquiry-based activities that integrate critical thinking through the use of higher-order essential questions.


ProQuest Supports the Partnership for 21st Century Literacy and Skills
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