
SIRS Knowledge Source® (SKS) is an online interface for
SIRS’ popular reference databases SIRS Researcher®,
SIRS Government Reporter ®, SIRS Renaissance ®
and SKS WebSelect. Updated daily, SKS integrates quality
Internet resources, documents and full-text articles from
thousands of U.S. and international publications including
many additional content databases. Users benefit from 
article source information, summaries and descriptors; 
e-mail, search history, tagging and save session functions;
context-sensitive help, an interactive dictionary/thesaurus
and much more.

Quick Search: locates articles, sites or subject headings
based upon your own combination of key words and 
phrases. Fine tune searches using Boolean operators, 
truncation, phrases or natural language.

Advanced Search: searches multiple fields, including full
text, author and title. In addition, graphic title and proximity
searching are available.

Topic Browse: provides a list of possible research subjects.
Locate documents and Web sites by exploring categories,
topics and subtopics in a multi-level subject tree.

Research Strategies Overview

E-mail- Send full-text articles, summaries, source 
information and graphics electronically.

Tagged List- Tag items to save for further research or 
generate a bibiography for citing electronic sources.

Search History- View and return to previous 
searches instantly.

Session Save- Save and retrieve tagged items and search
history by entering a user name and password, compiling
research over time.

Dictionary/Thesaurus- Search an interactive dictionary
and thesaurus, cross-referenced to assist users in choosing
the perfect word.

Reference Aids- Review the comprehensive tutorial, 
context-sensitive help, or integrated research strategies,
search tips, and citation guidelines.

Descriptors- Link from the article you’re viewing to other
articles indexed under the same Library of Congress 
subject heading.

Topics- View related Internet sites by selecting a topic
assigned to the current site.

Summaries- Determine the focus of an article or 
Web site by reading a concise summary of the content.
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Search MethodsSearch Methods

The DatabasesThe Databases

SIRS Researcher® contains thousands of full-text articles
from more than 1,500 domestic and international sources,
exploring social, scientific, health, historic, business, 
economic, political and global issues.

SIRS Government Reporter® is a valuable source for 
current and historic government documents; landmark and
recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions; information about
federal departments, agencies, elected leaders and more. 

SIRS Renaissance® provides current dynamic information
on architecture & design, culture, film, radio, television,
video, literature, music, performing arts, philosophy,
religion and visual arts from more than 700 domestic and
international publications.

SKS WebSelect is a unique database of Internet resources,
providing access to quality Web sites on almost any subject
including the latest information on ever-changing fields, 
primary source information and interactive graphical content.



Example:  What subject are you researching?   The Ethics of Human Cloning

1. Choose a search type:
Keyword/Natural Language search locates articles and Internet sites based 
upon your own combination of key words and phrases.
Subject Headings search retrieves subject headings based upon search terms 
entered, quickly locating articles relevant to each subject.

2. Evaluate whether one or more of the following search tools might aid your search:
Boolean operators: Use AND, OR and NOT to establish relationships between 
search terms.
Truncation: Include word plurals and tense variations by typing an asterisk (*) 
after the common word root.
Phrases: Find groupings of key words together by enclosing them in quotation 
marks (“”).
Natural Language: Use a full sentence in place of Boolean operators. 
Commonly used words are omitted from the query.

3. Determine which SIRS database(s) best cover the subject matter.
SIRS Researcher® (General Reference)
SIRS Government Reporter® (Information By & About the U.S. Government)
SIRS Renaissance® (Arts & Humanities)
SKS WebSelect (Selected Internet Sites)

4.  Choose a sort method.
Relevance returns articles that contain the highest number of key words or phrases 
in your query first.
Date returns articles in reverse chronological order, with the most recent 
articles first.
Subject Headings and Internet sites return in alphabetical order.
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Search Examples

Boolean Operators
ethics AND cloning
cloning NOT sheep

Truncation
ethic*

(ethic, ethics, ethical)
clon*

(clone, cloning, cloned)

Phrases
“human cloning”
“human embryos”

Natural Language
What are the ethical concerns with

human cloning?

What subject are you researching?

1. Select a search method: Keyword/Natural Language Subject Headings

2. Enter possible search term(s) utilizing one or more of the following search tools:

Boolean operators:
Truncation:
Phrases:
Natural Language:

3. Check the SIRS database(s) that best cover the subject matter.

SIRS Researcher®(General Reference)
SIRS Government Reporter®(Information By & About the U.S. Government)
SIRS Renaissance® (Arts and Humanities)
SKS WebSelect (Selected Internet Sites)

4. Select an article sort method. Relevance Date
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What subject are you researching?

1. Enter possible search terms(s) using one or more of the following search tools:

Boolean Search For: in Full Text/Author/ Title

AND/OR/NOT in Full Text/Author/ Title

AND/OR/NOT in Full Text/Author/ Title

Proximity Search For: within 5/10/15/20/25/30/35/40/45/50
words of in full text

Search Graphics For: in graphic titles

2. Check the SIRS database(s) that best cover the subject matter.

SIRS Researcher® (General Reference)
SIRS Government Reporter® (Information By & About the U.S. Government)
SIRS Renaissance® (Arts and Humanities)

3. Select a sort method: Relevance Date

Proximity Search narrows your search of full text for the keywords to within 5 to 50
of other key words. In the following example, articles containing the phrase “Gun
Control” and key word Legislation within 25 words of each other are returned.

Graphic Title Search locates graphics related to the topic you are searching. 
This example returns graphic titles that include the words gun or guns.

Choose one or more databases that best represent your topic.

Choose to sort articles by relevance or date.

Advanced Search Examples

Expand Your Search
tornado OR cyclone

tornado*

Narrow Your Search
children AND computers
basketball NOT college

Putting It All Together
(dolphin NOT fish)

OR porpoise

health AND (kids OR children)

(California OR Washington)
AND earthquake*

NOT “San Francisco”
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Example:  What subject are you researching?  Gun Control Legislation

Boolean Search allows searching of Full-Text, Author and Title fields individually or simultaneously. A Title Search or Author
Search is useful if you already know the title or the author of the articles you are searching for. Use Boolean operators AND,
OR or NOT to refine your search. In the following example, articles containing the phrase “Gun Control” AND authored by
Clinton are returned.
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SIRS, SIRS Researcher, SIRS Government Reporter, SIRS Renaissance and 
SIRS Discoverer are registered trademarks of SIRS Mandarin, Inc. SIRS Knowledge 
Source, SIRS Mandarin and Mandarin M3 are trademarks of SIRS Mandarin, Inc.
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Example: What broad topic are you researching? Africa

1. From the Topic Browse list, choose several possible topics from which to start.

2. Browse through the topics and subtopics until you find articles or sites of interest.

H i s t o ry Global Issues Government C u l t u re

What broad topic are you researching?

Which of the SIRS Topics from Topic Browse are likely to contain the information you are seeking? 
List them below. Then browse through a list of subtopics and article or Web site titles.

Broad topics:

Subtopics:

Subtopics:
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