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Dear Library Media Specialist:

ProQuest is pleased to provide you with information about the Literacy through School Libraries (LSL) competitive federal grant (Title I.B.4). LEAs with 20% or more disadvantaged students are eligible to apply. In 2008, 60 LEAs across the nation received this grant (average award = $250K and the range = $30K > $500K). School Districts may use these funds in the following ways:
 (
Purchase up-to-date school 
library media resources
, including books; 
Acquire advanced technology to develop and enhance the information literacy, information retrieval, and critical-thinking skills of students; 
Facilitate Internet links and other resource-sharing networks; 
Provide 
professional development
 for school library media specialists that foster increased collaboration among library specialists, teachers, and administrators; and 
Provide students with access to school libraries during nonschool hours, weekends, and 
summer vacations.
 (
home and community center access to ProQuest
)
)











ProQuest 21st Century teaching and learning solutions, training, professional development, our learning activity archives and Web 2.0 report and presentation models provide a major component for a successful grant application. Together, these ProQuest resources provide solutions support for the new AASL Information Literacy Standards. 

You can use the information included below to help you write a LSL grant application. Copy, paste, and edit the information for inclusion in your grant application. ProQuest has analyzed past award winners to provide you with some examples of what worked.

LSL Criteria: collaborate with teachers on how to use library technology and resources to best align with standards and the curriculum.

ProQuest Support:  The eLibrary family, SIRS Discoverer, the new SIRS Researcher, and CultureGrams provide the best overall solutions for disadvantaged, mainstream, and advanced students to use for inquiry-based learning activities at all levels and across the curriculum. Each has 21st Century Tools such as reading level, audio reader, and translation support that helps disadvantaged students to acquire English language literacy. In addition, each has teacher tools, training, and curriculum support resources that help differentiate teaching and learning for heterogeneous student populations. 

LSL Criteria: create professional development and CEU opportunities for teachers to integrate 21st Century information literacy and research skills into the curriculum.

ProQuest Support:  ProQuest in-person professional development (PD) is targeted to librarians, curriculum leaders, and lead teachers. They in turn, will use the flexible and replicable model and resources to train others on in-service days, offering CEUs. This training will focus on creating learning activities for students using the targeted resource, not just on functionality as is typical of most other PD courses. Online PD is provided by Webinars and by a self-paced program that can be managed locally. Each of these PD strategies focuses on integrating critical thinking and problem solving into each learning activity.

LSL Criteria: extend the hours of the library media center so that access is more compatible with the needs of parents, teachers, students, and community members.

ProQuest Support:  ProQuest learning resources can be accessed at home or at a community center at any time. This provides access to the virtual library when the physical library is closed. This helps students who are homebound, home-schooled, or GED students. eLibrary BookCart learning activities can be created specifically to meet the needs of these students so that the virtual classroom can come to the home when necessary.

LSL Criteria: increase use of school library media centers to improve student literacy skills and academic achievement.  

ProQuest Support: The ultimate reason for students to use the resources of the library media center depends on teachers making assignments that depend on library resources that (a) provide an advantage for teachers and students, (b) include the expert support of the librarian, and (c) correlate to AASL and ISTE standards.   ProQuest teaching and learning resources provide the content, tools, and resources that Google and other Internet surfing don’t provide. ProQuest provides comprehensive solutions for teachers and students that save time for both teacher and student, ensure content relevance and credibility, provide content and tools NOT available through website surfing, and that support reading level and language arts needs of students. 

LSL Criteria: acquire additional technology and digital media for the library and share Internet links among community libraries.

ProQuest Support:  Hardware, networks, and Internet access are essential for the library to deliver ProQuest teaching and learning solutions at home and at school. So funding for acquiring or upgrading these technology components should be part of every grant application.

LSL Criteria: improve the quantity and quality of student reading material resources using scientifically-based reading research methods.

ProQuest Support:  All recommended ProQuest solutions include reading level (Lexiles, etc.) tools, translation tools, and SIRS Researcher includes audio reader support. These tools are essential for success with disadvantaged and immigrant students as well as being supportive of mainstream students.

LSL Criteria: train library assistants to aid students with reading, writing, research, and computer literacy.  

ProQuest Support:  ProQuest provides professional development that includes all these components of 21st Century Skills.  Library assistants can participate in any or all of these free online webinars, self-paced PD, or our fee-based in-person program. Each focuses critical thinking using the ProQuest mini-research process.

LSL Criteria: Acquire an information database and educational software to improve reading comprehension, language, and writing skills.

ProQuest Support:  ProQuest provides solutions, NOT databases. The fundamental difference between the terms is that databases provide content for students to search and use for research activities (so does Google) but solutions also provide student tools, and reading level support. They also address teacher needs for content, archives of learning activities specific to each resource, and provide models for 21st Century reports and presentations. 

LSL Criteria: create and field test a content-based curriculum unit that will focus on reading comprehension and research skills.

ProQuest Support:  eLibrary BookCarts provide a way for librarians and teachers to create custom learning activities that help to differentiate learning resources by reading and interest level.  ProQuest curriculum guides help librarians and teachers to show students how to organize and write reports that integrate reading comprehension, critical thinking, and academic content standards. SIRS Researcher provides hundreds of Leading Issues that integrate critical thinking in a unique 5-step process that makes each a great self-contained learning activity. 

LSL Criteria: provide professional development for teachers to create more inquiry-based and standards-based teaching units.

ProQuest Support:  ProQuest in-person professional development (PD) is targeted to librarians, curriculum leaders, and lead teachers. They in turn, will use the flexible and replicable model and resources to train others on in-service days, offering CEUs. This training will focus on creating learning activities for students using the targeted resource, not just on functionality as is typical of most other PD courses. Online PD is provided by Webinars and by a self-paced program that can be managed locally. Each of these PD strategies focuses on integrating critical thinking and problem solving into each learning activity.

LSL Criteria: encourage more parental involvement in reading, research and Internet access.

ProQuest Support:  All ProQuest teaching and learning solutions provide home access so that students can learn SAFELY at home. Student and parents can set up desktop shortcuts that access these resources easily when students are assigned inquiry-based learning activities by teachers. The key for parents is that they should insist on regular assignments of these activities so that students can learn critical thinking and problem solving within the context of acquiring academic content. Students will also develop 21st Century Skills when assignments are made by teachers who have had ProQuest training and professional development and librarian support. 

LSL Criteria: collaborate with teachers to identify print and Internet resources that support literacy development and other English Language Arts content standards.

ProQuest Support:  eLibrary BookCarts can be copied from the ProQuest FREE collection of 800 and adapted for local use through the collaboration of the librarian and teacher. Librarians and teachers can also create their own BookCarts with training and experience. BookCarts are custom learning activities that include (a) differentiated learning resources, (b) essential questions for critical thinking, (c) student directions, (d) call #s of print resources. and (e) language arts and information literacy standards.
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