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SIRS Renaissance – Current Perspectives on the Arts &
Humanities is a collection of full-text articles and graphics
reproduced from more than 700 newspapers, magazines and jour-
nals. Major topics include: Architecture & Design; Culture; Film,
Radio, Television & Video; Literature; Music; Performing Arts;
Philosophy & Religion; and Visual Arts. The Almanac includes
four supplemental arts and humanities databases: Award
Recipients, Glossary of the Arts, Recommended References and
Lifetime Readings.

Glossary of the Arts provides extensive explanations of ter-
minology, symbols, ideas and people associated with the arts
and humanities. The glossary includes more than 11,000 defi-
nitions from The Hutchinson Dictionary of the Arts, The
Hutchinson Encyclopedia of Music, The Hutchinson
Dictionary of Ideas and The Hutchinson Dictionary of
Symbols in Art, published by Helicon Publishing Ltd., as well
as terms written by SIRS Mandarin staff.

Award Recipients lists winners of major domestic and 
international arts and humanities honors, including the
Academy Awards, Nobel Prizes for Literature and Grammy Aw a r d s .

Recommended Refere n c e s annotates reference materials for
further research in all eight categories.

Lifetime Readings features The New Lifetime Reading Plan by
Clifton Fadiman and John S. Major. It includes brief introduc-
tions to more than 130 literary classics, as well as brief biogra-
phical information on the creators of these works. A d d i t i o n a l l y,
the Going Furt h e r section provides facts about 100 other 20th-
century writers. The P l a n presents a unique look at works that
should be read over the course of a lifetime, including Homer’s
The Iliad, Shakespeare’s Complete Wo r k s, W h a r t o n ’s The Age of
I n n o c e n c e and Dickinson’s Collected Poems.

F u l l - Text A rt i c l e s are available with bibliographic source
information and summaries. Articles may be printed or saved
to a file as full or partial text. Three easy-to-use search 
strategies guide you to informative articles and graphics.

Keyword Searc h pinpoints articles based upon your own
combination of words. Use the basic keyword lines to
search the entire article database, including Almanac arti-
cles if you wish, or click the enhanced options triangle to
narrow your search by title, author or subject. Determine
one, two or three key words or phrases that are likely to
appear in articles written about your topic; type them into
the empty fields. These key words will be linked by the
logical operator a n d, unless you specify o r or n o t. For
example, if you want to locate articles about Monet, you
could choose as your key words: IMPRESSIONISM or
EXPRESSIONISM and CLAUDE M O N E T. (Remember,
the first and second key words interact before the third line
is added into the search.)

Subject Headings accesses articles indexed primarily
according to Library of Congress subject headings.

SIRS Mandarin is a trademark of SIRS Mandarin, Inc. SIRS Renaissance is a registered trademark of SIRS, Inc.
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Subject Tree locates articles by leading your search from
the eight Renaissance arts and humanities categories into nar-
rower topics and subtopics until reaching a specific article.
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Categories Explored on SIRS Renaissance

Architecture & Design Music
Culture Performing Arts
F i l m , Radio, Television & Vi d e o Philosophy & Religion
Literature Visual Arts

Example Worksheet

What topic are you researching?                              ballet choreography

Keyword Search:

List all the key words (or phrases) you can think of relating to your research topic. Key words or phrases may be linked by and, or 
or not. Think of words with similar meanings, as well as irrelevant usages that you can eliminate from your search by using not. 
(Word plurals and tense variations can be included by typing an asterisk (*) after the common word root, i.e., CHOREOGRAPH* for 
choreography, choreographed, choreographer, etc.)

1.          choreograph* and 2.            Balanchine and 3.                ballet

Subject Headings Search:

List as many subject headings you can think of that might help you find information about your research topic:

dance                                               ballet                                         choreography

Subject Tree Search:

Which of the eight SIRS Renaissance categories listed in the box (above) are likely to contain the information you are seeking? 
List these categories: 

Performing Arts                                      Music

Worksheet

What topic are you researching?

Keyword Search:

1. 2. 3.

1. 2. 3.

Subject Headings Search:

Subject Tree Search:
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