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New Content Additions 
(SIRS Discoverer) 

 
 

I. Educator Tools & Classroom Resources:  

Graphic Organizers for Country Facts & State Facts 

Commonplace in the classroom, Graphic Organizers are pictorial or graphical ways to 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
sometimes referred to as knowledge maps, concept maps, story maps, cognitive organizers, 
advance organizers, or concept diagrams. At the basic levels, graphic organizers help 
children drill down to the concept and improve communication. As students progress into 
the higher grades, learning tools such as these continue to help them understand more 
advanced concepts, and apply them to problem outlining and solving skills. 
 
SIRS Discoverer now features Editorially-created Graphic Organizers for Country Facts and 
State Facts. Within Country Facts, Organizers for each Reading Level are availableτEasy, 
Moderate, and Challenging!  
 
 

          
 

 

Easily accessible links to the Graphic Organizers are provided at the beginning of each 

Country and State Fact: 



© 2009, ProQuest LLC Readers may duplicate as needed P a g e |   2 

 
Expect to see Graphic Organizers for the Canadian provinces and territories in the near 

future! 

 

II. New Activities: Graphic Organizers  
Activities are highly valuable resources for beginning and struggling learners. Explore 

5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜǊΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎτ

Graphic Organizers! Collected from such reliable and established titles as Career World, 

Current Events, National Geographic Young Explorer, Scholastic News, Weekly Reader, and 

more, you can be assured that the Editorially-selected materials will be appropriate to your 

needs. 

 

First, try your hand at getting organized: 

 Write it with flowers 

 Uncover your inner muse 

 Pro or Con? PƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ as paparazzi 

 

Then, explore more Graphic Organizers in the following locations: 

 Database FeaturesĄ ActivitiesĄgraphic organizers 

 KIDS CORNERĄThings to Make & DoĄgraphic organizers 

 

 

III. New Content: Classroom Ready 
SIRS Discoverer is pleased to announce the addition of Classroom Ready content. Classroom 
Ready makes it easy to teach the latest International, National, and Science news by 
providing valuable educational content. The teachers of Classroom Ready have created 
resources for the Social Studies curriculum based on current events. Classroom Ready is 
built on the idea of teachers supporting teachers, and is designed specifically for the 
classroom for grade levels 5-7. 
 

http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000294173&picurn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BIMAGE%3BTHM%3B0000134965
http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000135281&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000294852
http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000135045&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000294327
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IV. New Non-Fiction Content: Colonial America and the Revolutionary War 

Having established an esteemed reputation for creating outstanding reference publications, 
the Favorable Impressions titles display a high level of care and commitment, and each 
publication is reviewed by advisory boards comprised of school librarians, public librarians, 
and reading specialists.  
 
As promised, we have added more titles in the Biography for Beginners series! Our latest 
addition, Biography for Beginners: Colonial America and the Revolutionary War, tells the 
story of the people of the American Colonies, as well as the social and political background 
of the American Revolution. LǘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƎŜǎ т ǘƻ млΣ and is organized into 
three main sections: Colonial America, The Revolutionary War, and Biographical Profiles. 
Explore information on Jamestown, Yorktown, Native American Tribes, The Tea Act, John 
and Abigail Adams, John Hancock, and learn about symbols including the Liberty Bell, the 
Eagle, the American Flag, Yankee Doodle, and much, much more! 
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Booklist Ƙŀƛƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ нллф ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀ άǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōƻƻƪ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ-
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΧΦ ώ¢ƘŜϐ ǿŜƭƭ-organized basic 
information, and user-friendly format make it a valuable resource for young researcherǎΦέ 

 

Colonial America and the Revolutionary Warτas well as numerous Biography for Beginners 
non-fiction tomes and assorted biographiesτƧƻƛƴǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
notable books and publishers, including Weekly Reader, Mitchell Lane, ���}�u�‰�š�}�v�[�•�����Ç��
Britannica, World Almanac for Kids, and more. Expect to see more of these titles added to 
the K-8 productsτboth SIRS Discoverer and eLibrary Elementaryτin the future.  

 

V. New Non-Fiction Content: Biography for Beginners�v Biographies 
 

Written for early readers ages 6-9, Biography for Beginners covers a wide range of high-

profile people, including children's authors, actors, musicians, sports stars, political figures, 

scientists, and more. ²ŜΩǾŜ just added 27 new biographiesτin addition to the 60 

biographies already in SIRS Discovererτfrom Biography for Beginners. Newly added 

Biographies include: 

 

Anita Lobel  Barack Obama 

Brian Selznick      C.S. Lewis  

David Wiesner  Eli Manning  

J.K. Rowling  Jean de Brunhoff  

Jennifer Holm John McCain 

Margaret Wise Brown  Katherine Paterson  

Katie Couric  Kevin Clash  

Laura Amy Schlitz  LeBron James  

Leo Dillon and Diane Dillon  Matthew Holm  

Michael Phelps  Miley Cyrus  

Mo Willems  Natalie Coughlin  

Richard Peck  Roald Dahl  

Stephen Hawking  Vanessa Anne Hudgens  

Zac Efron   

 
 

VI. New Non-�&�]���š�]�}�v�����}�v�š���v�š�W���D�]�š���Z���o�o���>���v���[�•�����o�µ���������v�v���Œ�����]�}�P�Œ���‰�Z�]���• 

 

More additions to SIRS Discoverer are the acclaimed Mitchell Lane Blue Banner Biographies. 

Mitchell Lane ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ нΣлллҌ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

high-quality titles. Newly added Blue Banner Biographies include:   

 Allen Iverson 

 Christopher Paul Curtis  

 Condoleezza Rice 


