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“MIRACLE * DRUG

Remarkable Powers of

Pemicillin
“ AMOUSE TEST >

Oxe of fhe dramatic secreis behind the!
discovery of the remarkable powers of peni-
cillin, the “miracle” drug, was disclosed in
Tondon last night by Professor H. W. Florey,
Professor of Pathology at Oxford University,

who playved a leading part in the develop-
ment of the drug for medical purposes. Sur-
rounded by iesi fubes, beakers, and flasks
containing liquids of various colours, he ex-
plained at the Royal Institution how it was
decided to apply what is known as the
“mouse test” to the new drug.

“ A number of mice,” he said, “were inocu-
lated with germs which would certainly kill
them if no successful treatment was given,
They were divided into two groups. one of
which had been {reated with penicillin and
the other moit. We sat up through the night
injecting penipillin everv three hours into
the treated group, and I musi confess that
it was one of the more exciting moments
when 1 found in the morning that all the un-
ireated mice were dead and all the penicillin-
{reated ones were alive. A man is roughly
3000 times the weight of a mouse, so you
can well imagine t{hat the next siep to pro-
duce enough {o use on a man {ook months of
labour on the scale on which we were then
working.” a

“NOT A CURE-ALL” i

Penicillin, unlike most antiseptics, did not;
kill germs oufright, but merely stopped their|
prowth. This enabled the white blood cells
to do their work of killing the disease while
the bacteria were held in a state of sus-
pended animation. Penicillin could be in-
jected into the veins or musecles or it might
‘be applied locally. Organisms sensitive to
the drug included those which caused pneu-
monia_ anthrax, tetanus. diphtheria. gangrene,
child-bed fever, and meningitis, But it was
of no use in cholera, plague, and tubercle
diseases. "It was not a cure-all. A great
technical complication in iis manufacture was
that it was destroved by certain air bac-
teria. It was still so rare that patients were
not given it until the last moment.

“Ttf is a sort of corpse-raising drug at pre-
seni. This is entirely conditioned by sup-
plies. What one looks forward to is iis use
at the earliest possible moment with the
idea of savinz or preventing the desiruction
of tissues. and so saving much disability, pro-
Yonged illness. and even life.

“71t i3 probably along the lines of preven-
tion that it will be most profitable to use
the material for those wounded in battle.”

COTTISH INDUSTRY

Protests Against Closing of War
: Factories

Prorzsts against the closing down of Scot-
tish war factories and concern about the
couniry’s industrial future were expressed
last night at a meeting in St Andrew’s Hall,
Glasgow. under the auspices of the Scottish
Convention. Lord Provost James Welsh pre-
sided. -

A resolution was approved asking the
Secretary of Sfate for Scotland, to whom
iribute was paid for his efiorts on behalf
of his country, to inform the Government
that the Scottish people demanded adeguaie
allocation of war industries fo Scotland and
greatly increased vprovision for post-war
development of Scottish industry.

Lord Provost Welsh said the industrial
future of Scotland was such that all Scottish
people, no matter what their Party sym-
pathies might be, should come together and
see that the Government faced iis
Tesponsibilities to Scotland. o

YLady Louise Glen-Coats said the closing
of the Scottish factories was not so terrible
in itseli, apart from those concermed, but
it was symptomatic of what had been happen-
ing, and what would happen if the Scottish
people did not take a firm stand now and
demand from the Government a square deal.

AMr David Kirkwood, MP., declared that
the time had arrived when they should have
a General Election—not only nationally but
locally throughout Scotland. He had found
that local adminisirators had been so long
in the saddle thai they had become divorced
irom ihe common people. He protested
against the multiplication of factories in
England {o be staifed by Scofswomen. and
said they could just as well be built in
Scotland.

ORMER M.P. WEDS

Mr E. RossLyy MiTcreLL, former Socialist
M.P. for Paisley, who created a political
sensation in 1924 by deifeating Lord Oxiord

and Asquith, was married at a Glasgow
1;5;3’151&1‘ office yesterday to é\ﬁss Marguerite
Antoineite Ferguson. Mr Rosslyn Mitchell
is 62. and his bride 24
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