
…I was searching for tables
showing temperature changes
in the Ligurian sea…

…so I looked it up using
CSA Illustrata: Natural
Sciences…

• Shift to electronic delivery of 
information

• There are more than 24,000*  
peer-reviewed journals 

• These contain more than 5 million
articles annually

• More and more articles are 
available in digital formats

*Sourced from Ulrich’s™ Periodicals Directory © 2008
ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.

• Figures and tables represent the 
distilled essence of research — 
the closest thing to raw datasets

• Scientists often assemble 
illustrations first then write the 
article as a narrative 

• Tables and Figures are often 
invisible using traditional article-
level and full-text searching

• Searching for information contained
in specific tables and figures often
results in false hits because 
information in tables is not 
necessarily indexed or captured in
full text searching

• Researchers have to browse a large
result set to find the data they need

• Searching for a specific type of table
or figure is difficult

• Indexed resource of scientific tables
and figures

• Extraction of critical data and 
information within and surrounding
each table or figure (including full
caption) to provide indexing

• Direct links that provide access to
the article abstracts or full-text

• Searchable for type of illustration
(e.g. graph, map, photograph, table)

• Researchers get access to the data
they need

• They are effectively led to the 
original table/figure and text 
surrounding it

• They can use the work of others 
as models for presenting their 
own data

• They can use the table/figure they
find for teaching, presenting, or
inspiring future research
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“I wanted to update a study
I did a few years ago…

…I conducted a search and
received a lot of unrelated
false hits…

…and it helped me complete
the research for my next 
article and suggested a new
area to explore!”

www.proquest.com/go/illustrata


